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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 2833] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2833) for the relief of Rudolf Bing and Nina Bing, having con- 
sidered the same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and 
recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Rudolf Bing and Nina Bing. The bill provides 
for appropriate quota deductions and for the payment of the required 
visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are husband and wife and are 49- and 
55-year-old natives of Austria and Russia respectively. They are 
naturalized citizens of Great Britain and they last entered this country 
as visitors on September 5, 1950. Mr. Bing is the general manager of 
the Metropolitan Opera Association in New York City. 

A letter dated September 18, 1951, to the chairman of the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Acting 
Deputy Attorney General with reference to the case reads as follows: 








2 RUDOLF BING AND NINA BING 


SEPTEMBER 18, 1951. 
Hon. EManuet CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. CuHarrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice relative to the bill (H. R. 2833) for the relief of Rudolf 
Bing and Nina Bing, aliens. 

The bill would provide that Rudolf Bing and his wife, Nina Bing, be considered 
to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as 
of the date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fees and head 
taxes. It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control 
officer to deduct two numbers from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. Bing was born in Vienna, Austria, on January 9, 1902, and that 
Mrs. Bing was born in Moscow, Russia, on January 5, 1897. They are naturalized 
citizens of Great Britain, and last entered this country on September 5, 1950, as 
temporary visitors. They have been granted an extension of their stay until 
September 4, 1951. Mr. Bing is employed as the general manager of the Metro- 
politan Opera Association, New York City, at a salary of $35,000 per annum. 
He has been in the United States on several occasions during the period from 1939 
until his last entry as a temporary visitor for business purposes. Mrs. Bing had 
previously entered the United States with her husband as a temporary visitor in 
1949. Mrs. Bing stated that she and her husband were married in Germany in 
1929, and that they became citizens of Great Britain by naturalization in 1946 
and have resided there for over 15 years. 

While Mr. and Mrs. Bing have been citizens for 5 years of Great Britain, a 
country whose quota is not oversubscribed, they are nevertheless chargeable to the 
quotas of Austria and Russia, respectively, which quotas are heavily oversub- 
scribed. Therefore, in the absence of special legislation they will be unable 
to obtain immigration visas in the near future. 

Whether under the circumstances in this case the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy 
concerning which the Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 


Acting Deputy Attorney General. 


Congressman Emanuel Celler, the author of the bill, submitted to 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives the 
following affidavits in connection with the case: 


Arrtpavir oF Rupo.r Bina 
SraTe or New York, 
County of New York, ss: 

Rudolf Bing, being duly sworn, deposes and says: This affidavit is furnished in 
connection with H. R. 2833, a bill introduced in the House of Representatives on 
February 22, 1951, by Mr. Celler. 

I was born in Vienna, Austria, on January 9, 1902, where I also attended school 
and university, particylarlv studying musie and history of art. 

Immediately after the First World War, I became associated with one of the 
leading Viennese concert and theatrical agencies, Heller-Bukun, of which I 
subsequently became manager. In this connection, I became acquainted with 
many of the leading personalities in the musical field, 

In 1927 I was invited to become director of one of the largest operatic agencies 
in Germany, Paritaetischer-Buehnen-Nachweis, which agency furnished artists 
for some 80 German opera houses, thereby giving me a unique opportunity to 
evaluate vocal and artistic ability and also an understanding of the problems 
involved in the management of operatic enterprises and the obtaining of talent 
therefor. 

In 1928 I became directly connected with the production and management 
of opera when I accepted the post of artistic secretary at the State Theater in 
Darmstadt. 

In 1930 I was appointed to a similar position at the Municipal Theater in 
Berlin. 

In 1933 the staff of the theater having been summarily dismissed by the Nazis, 
I returned briefly to Vienna. Shortly thereafter, I was requested by Carl Ebert 
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to obtain singers for the new Glyndebourne Opera which was being supported 
by John Christie in England and in 1934 I went to England to work with Christie, 

arl Ebert, and Fritz Busch to make the Glyndebourne Opera a permanent 
institution. 

The activities of the Glyndebourne Opera continued until the outbreak of 
the Second World War which prevented its further continuance. 

During the war, although I was technically an enemy alien, I was not interned 
and obtained employment in the London department store of Peter Jones in Sloane 
Square where, before the end of the war, I had become manager. 

In 1946, following the end of the war, I returned to the revived Glyndebourne 
Opera as manager and at the same time established the Edinburgh Festival which 
in one season became an international musical event. 

I first met my present wife, then Nina Schelemskaya, in Vienna while I was 
manager of the theatrical agency, Heller-Bukun. The acquaintance was profes- 
sional in character, she being a member of a modern dance troupe. I am reliably 
informed that Mrs. Bing was born in Moscow in 1897 and that she and her family 
left Russia as refugees after the Russian revolution in 1919 and that she has never 
returned to her native land since that time. Mrs. Bing and I were married in 1929 
at the time that I was artistic secretary at the State Theater in Darmstadt, since 
which time she has not pursued any professional career. 

In 1939 Mrs. Bing and I, having both resided in England for the necessary 
period of 5 years, applied for British naturalization which was delayed due to 
the outbreak of the war. However, Mrs. Bing and I were naturalized as British 
citizens in 1946. As noted above, although I was technically an enemy alien, I 
was at no time interned during the war period and was a member of the British 
fire-fighting forces. 

Mrs. Bing and I have no children. 

When in March of 1949 I came to the United States temporarily as a repre- 
sentative of the Glyndebourne Opera and Edinburgh International Festival, Mr. 
Edward Johnson, then general manager of the Metropolitan Opera, informed me 
of his intention to resign as general manager of the Metropolitan at the end of 
the 1949-50 season and inquired whether I would be interested in the post of 
general manager. After considerable discussion with officials of the Metropolitan, 
I was engaged as general manager for the 1950—51 season, the Metropolitan Opera 
Association at the same time obtaining an option for my services as general 
manager for the two successive seasons. In January of this year, the Metro- 
politan Opera Association exercised the first such option for my services as 
general manager for the 1951—52 season. 

It is probably unnecessary to detail at length my duties as general manager of 
the Metropolitan Opera. They entail virtually complete responsibility for the 
production of operas, the supervision of the management staff, the negotiation of 
all contracts, the auditioning of new talent, and the engaging of all artistic 

rsonnel. 

c Rupotr Brine. 

Sworn to before me this 15th day of March 1951. 

[SEAL] ALBERT A. Krrcu, 

Notary Public, State of New York. 

Commission expires March 30, 1951. 


AFFIDAVIT OF NINA BING 
Strate or New York, 
County of New York, ss: 

Nina Bing, being duly sworn, deposes and says: This affidavit is furnished in 
connection with H. R. 2833, a bill introduced in the House of Representatives 
on February 22, 1951, by Mr. Celler. 

I have read the annexed affidavit of my husband, Rudolf Bing, dated March 
15, 1951. The statements therein contained relating to my own life and career 
are in all respects true and correct. 

Nina Bina. 

Sworn to before me this 15th day of March 1951. 

[SEAL] Avpert A. Kircu, 

Notary Public, State of New York. 

Commission expires March 30, 1951. 
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Congressman Celler appeared before a subcommittee of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives and urged the 
enactment of the bill, stressing the exceptionally valuable services of 
Mr. Bing for the New York Metropolitan Opera House and submitted 
numerous communications by leading citizens of New York endorsing 
the legislation. In addition to the above, the Senate Committee on 
the Judiciary has received a number of letters from prominent citizens 
of the State of New York in support of the bill. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (H. R. 2833) should be enacted. 
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